Efforts to usurp various activities legitimately performed by physicians is nothin g new. A licen se to practice medicine is granted by each state and physicians must practic e within the rules and regulations specified by the state legislatures and by the Boards of Medical Examiners. An especially disturbing event has recentl y come to light: Thi s is the Illino is Speech Language Pathology and Audiology Practice Act, which became effective September 2, 1988. This legislation specifies that hearing and balance testing by technic ians can only be performed under the direction and supervision of speech-language pathologists or audiologists who pass a state-authorized examination or have a certificate granted by the Americ an Speech, Language and Hear ing Association. As written , and as apparently interpreted by the Department of Professional Regulati on, physician s who are qualifi ed and historic ally have performed vestibular testing are prevented from directing a technic ian to perform these tests in their own office or hospital. A civil penalty can be assessed by the Department in an amount not to exceed $5,000 for each offen se. Physician s who specialize in balance disorders are eminentl y qualified to direct technicians who perform balance tests. To prevent these physicians from doing so is outrageous and not in the best interest of their patients. In addition, basic hearing tests are prop erly performed by technicians in physicians' office s involving a wide variety of specialties . In order to compl y, Horst R. Konrad , MD , Professor and Chairman of the Division of Otolaryngology at Southern Illin ois University School of Medicine, has hired, at extra expense, an audiologist to "technically" direct vestibular testing in his facilit y. He is actively working to seek redress of this unfortunate law with the help of The Honorable Lee Daniels , Speaker of the House in the Illinoi s legislature. Thi s is something that must be corrected in Illinoi s and prevented from happening in other states . As Chairman of the Special Senses Committee of the American Neurotology Society (ANS), I am responsible for a series of courses for techni cian s which will certify that they have obtained acceptable trainin g. The first such ENG Technic ian Course will be headed by Joel A. Goebel , MD and Neil T. Shepard, PhD on Friday and Saturday, March 14-15, 1997 at The Hyatt Regency O'Hare Hotel in Chicago, Illino is. The American Neurotology Society has, for over a year, been providing courses directed by Robert T. Sataloff, MD for audiometric technicians who work under the direction of otolaryngologists. I urge all otolaryngologists who employ technicians to perform audiometric or vestibular tests to consider having their technicians attend these ANS training courses and obtain certificates. 
